
Washington Native Seed Coalition 

February 6th, 2025 – Mount Vernon 

 

Notes on the Discussion portion of the agenda: 

• Question/recommendations to define “genetically appropriate” and “availability” 
o These would be defined in the Seed Strategy 

• Question (in person) – what is the role of this Seed Strategy and group in education and 
communication to a wider audience of the public (potential seed users)?  Native seed 
economy can’t hinge off of conservation alone. Outreach to the public isn’t a big part of 
other State Seed Strategies, but Cindy has found this to be important in her interviews. 

• Standard seed zones will be important – use USFS zones? 
• Need (in person): producer equipment for purity.  Also funding/grant constraints for small 

producers 
• Comment – no need to reinvent the wheel!  We will be building/refining off the national 

strategy 
• Goal 1: very important! Native plant materials working group in the Gorge area 

o Does this include culturally important plants?  Have we worked yet with Tribes? 
▪ Cindy suggests a Goal or Objective that speaks directly to this.  Maybe 

outside of the conservation conversation, but related.  Very important use of 
seeds.  Could we build a working group around this? 

▪ Have Tribes been invited to participate?  Suggest Tribes lead this 
conversation on culturally significantly plants 

• Yes: many have been invited, some are present. Up to Cindy to reach 
out to get buy-in and ensure their voices are leading the discussion. 

o Need: Shared storage sites on the Oly Pen.  Great use of this WNSC group: work 
together to coordinate on issues like this.  Encourage building infrastructure, storage 
capacity.  Address as a community 

• Encourage folks to focus on a mechanism for how to purchase seed, rather than focusing 
on specific seed types. 

o How?  Some strategies give away seed.  Some strategies create a brokerage for seed 
contracts, but this doesn’t help smaller scale users/producers.  How do we envision 
seed being made available on a larger scale 

o BLM comment: BLM can get producers started with BLM funds, but how to 
incentivize them to continue to produce those lines for public availability  

• Action Item: Cindy to include links to other State Seed Strategies as examples, in next 
newsletter 

• East Cascades Oak Partnership working group – in “assessment stage” deciding what is 
next for group.  How to actually increase seed availability to partners.  Tricky.  

• Consider how to keep the seed we already have.  Seed longevity studies.  Consider Seed 
Waste 

• Suggestion (online) to look at uncommonly used seeds – difficult to find 



• Exchange information network: who has facilities available?  Could it work like WA State 
Conservation Commission cold storage for trees/shrubs.  Adding seed storage guidelines. 
https://www.scc.wa.gov/programs/rppp .  

• Seed Storage 
o Guidelines for seed storage – as long as there is no O2 getting in, with cold storage, 

seed keeps for a very long time… don’t need anything “fancy”:  
o Moisture content before freezing 
o Bend Seed Extractory has lots of info on seed longevity and storage as does National 

Laboratory for Plant Genetic Resources Preservation in Ft. Collins Colorado 
o https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/plantmaterials/orpmcpu12767.pdf 

• In Person – need to share knowledge about germination trails and protocols – allowing 
everyone to share in science.  For information gathering and sharing – don’t reinvent the 
wheel, we just need to get it in one spot 

• Info sharing: message board – who needs seed and who has it?  Do you have the seed I’m 
looking for?  Then we can get into forecasting: proactive seed collections rather than 
reactive. 

o For private Community Orgs, having a list of needed seeds, orgs could have 
volunteers looking for seed sources on their lands.  Cowiche Canyon Conservancy 
volunteers would be interested to help with inventories for specifics 

• Needs- Long term land access agreement and long term growing agreements.  Seed 
collection requires collaboration between orgs/agencies 

o Agencies aren’t always willing to allow permit seed collection. 
o Need: have a state-wide policy, permitting protocol for seed collections  

▪ Policy working group would be helpful: identify needs/solutions to policy 
related barriers to native seed availability 

Wrap up 
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